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On May 16, under orders by President Alan Garcia, the Peruvian army seized weapons and
ammunition at police stations throughout the country. According to a military spokesperson,
Army personnel occupied public buildings, embassies and other locations normally patrolled by
police, and seized police weapons in order to avoid "major incidents." An estimated 100,000 police
throughout the country went on strike May 15 to demand wage hikes, better "protection against
attacks" from Sendero Luminoso rebels and other violent elements, and the right to unionize. Civil
Guard sargeant Nelson Pastrana, leader of the strikers, announced in the national congress on
Sunday that the strike would develop in a peaceful fashion. The military spokesperson informed
the Agence France Presse (AFP) that the weapons seizure occurred without incident. He said
the situation in Lima and other cities remained "tranquil." Meanwhile, in principal commercial
centers of the capital city, many store owners closed their doors, concerned about the absence of
police protection. On Saturday, hundreds of police took to the streets of Lima, shouting criticisms
of the ruling APRA party. Peruvian Cardinal Juan Landazuri has agreed to mediate between the
government and striking policemen. (Basic data from AFP, 05/16/87; PRENSA LATINA, 05/15/87)
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